[Analysis of apoptosis in premalignant and malignant epithelia of buccal mucosa].
To determine the relationship between apoptosis and carcinogenesis of oral mucosa, the distribution patterns of apoptosis in normal (N), inflammation (IF), dysplasia (DYS) and squamous cell carcinoma (SCC) of oral mucosa were evaluated by in situ end-labeling method. Results showed that the apoptosis levels in N and IF were relatively lower and stable, whereas the apoptosis of DYS was the highest one in all observed groups. The apoptosis of DYS and SCC were increased obviously higher than N and IF. The results indicated that apoptosis played an important role in premalignant lesion and malignancy of oral mucosa.